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"and Dundas Sts. W. on the south
and west, the Canadian Pacific

. Railway tracks north of Dupont
;St. and Lansdowne Ave. on the
easl.

In the quarter-mile area, about

- 6,000 residents live amidst 24
-industries — six of them on
- Toronto’s list of major polluters.
. Since the late 1800s, before the
_era of modern urban planning,
-homes and industries grew up
_side-by-side, backing onto each
» other. And this is the root of the
“problem. Ontario envirpnment
_ministry officials say. Pollution is
not a problem where strict
.zoning separates industries and
-homes.

The Junction is unique because
‘of the number of industries
-ameng only 6,000 residents in a

tiny area. but the conflict is com-
.mon_ te many older neighbor-
“hoods where people and industry
- ST Co-exist. :

Jobs or clean air

. However, Spitzer’s bottom line
~is that the children will-be better
- off if the parents are employed.
“If it's jobs versus clean air, I'd
% have to say children are less well
»off if their parents donm't have
Ciobs.” Spitzer said.
- Even the official voice of the
Junction residents agreed with
“that.
- 1 don't want a ghest lown
And 1 know that many of the
i comparies can’t afford to install
~the tvpe of pollufion controls we
- | need.” said Michael Homsi. presi-
-fdent of the Junction Triangle
Watchdog Committee. “We don™t
Twant to run oul the companies.
=We just want to live in 2 healiby
T community.”
- Toronto Maver Art Eggleton
zsaid it is unforiumate that the
controversy has erupted just as
- Toronto is seeking ways io hold
Zon 1o industrial jobs.
* #This 15 a very difficult prob-
#lem to grapple with,” he said.
= “But there is no perfect solu-
- tion. All we can hope for is some-
* thing better than we have now.”
. However, there is another
Tview.
Vietor Viggiani, principal of St
- Luigi Separate School in the beart
-of the Junction, thinks indostry
=should accommodate people’s
-health, not the other way around.
© “Why should industrv dictate
~-the academic and social struc-

. ture in the area? he said.

“Rather than having the pop-
~lation disrupted and childrens’
=lives distupted and parents and
*pther individuals being blamed
: for chasing people out, it should

be the other way around.
. 1 would fight against that ‘as
long-as’I am assigned in this
‘area”hesaid =
. “There’s something in the air,
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Star reporters Walter Stefa

-

i Pﬁﬁla Todd

&

and Al-

fred Holden spent more than a week in the Junction Trian-
gle talking with hundreds of residents and executives.

we feel it in our throats. You feel
dizzy; vou get headaches. You
know what it's from, but they just
ignore us,” Viggiani said.
Vigeiani has been ai St Luigi

for twe vears and he notices"
- more than g foul odor in the air

— the paint on his 1980 Capri has
“literally been attacked™ by
chemicals in the air, he said.

. St. Luigi is one of four schoois
located in the Junction.

All have struggled with contin-
ying health complaints’ irom
their students. ,

$t. Lumigi and Perth Avenue
Public School are housed in the
same building, just 240 metres
(787 feet) from the Glidden paiot
factory. Students are contimually
reporting sore throats, "head-
aches, nausea and dizziness
among other symploms.

Principals said they sometimes
have to keep windows sealed in
the summer, despite the heat, be-
cause the pollution makes the
children sick.

In January, about 67 studenis

and four teachers from Perth

were forced to cut short a skating
field trip to local Campbell Park
after only 20 minutes outdoors.

_ FElusive odor

“The teachers noticed quiie an
odor and felt that they better get
kids back as soon as possible.
There weré complaints of nauses
and headaches” sald Pertib
principal Don Blue. '

That evering, 13 students and
teachers reported stomach aches,
headaches, dizziness and fatigue.
Two students and & teacher —
with better than average atiend-
ance records — were noi well
Eﬂﬂugh to come to school next

av. "

But ministrv officials failed 1o
trace ‘the incident to a specilic
factory. - -

Two weeks ago, seven ieachers
and more than a dozen studenis

complained of dry throats, head- :

aches, nausea and vomitling at
St. Luigi. Two kindergarien chil-
dren had rummy noses. Principal
Viegiani called the fire depart-
ment, but by the time they ar-
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A day-of smells
in Junction Triangle
= The anatomy of odor complaint

tinvestigations for Feh 21, [98&
. gﬂnpﬂavmtheﬁfEﬂftheJuntﬁﬂn

=615 pm: A complainant on Wade
=:.ir'1r':m£ reports an odoer fike rotting
~{rmit. - -

£539 pan: Reports of 2 chemical
“odor come from Annette St. and
~Indian Grove.

2701 p.m.: Odors of rotten fruit re-
~ported on Antler St - -
4721 pm’ Qdor like plastic noted
00 Ward St

%8405 p.m: Odor oR Edith Ave. like
--something burming gave one com-
Zplainant a headache.

* The envirenment ministry’s
duty officer dispatched the Toron-

““immediately on receiving the first
=complaingt. :

7 At 703 pm. the fire depart-
sment o that odors were
~detected. A ministry inspector
2was sent to the scene."He arrived
=3t about 7.40 pan.
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ndustries 1o ihe

Zwest comer have experienced health problems among students.

rived, the noxious odor had disap-
peared.

According to Blue, that seems
10 be cae of the biggest problems
in the Junction. - .

“In many cases the odor does-
n't last longer than 10 or 13
minutes. That troubles me be-
cause it has to be tested right
awav. By the time the [ire Ge-
parument gets here, it has diss-

bated or been carried away by~

the wind.”

John Shepherd, vice-president
of Nacan Products, an industrial
slue maker, said the sickpess
may have been more imagined
than real :

“It could have been psvchoso-
matic. There’s been so much pubr
licity. and people are most im-
pressionabie — especially chil-
dren — that that’s a considera-
tion kard to resolve.” He said the
svmpioms they reported arent
generally attributed to pollution

Father Michael Barida. princi-
pal of St. Josaphat, another schoal
in the Junction. lives in Etobi-
coke, and “wounldn't even consid-
er living in the Junction neigh-
borhood. _

~1 extremely rarely had head-
aches until [ got here. Now [ get

them frequentlv and its a rellel -

just to go home at night to get out
of this air,” he said. .

%S¢ Riia’s Separate School is at
the porthwest corner of the Junc-
tion, but its principal said there
have been mo noticeable health
probiems.

Same problems

St. Josaphat is just around the
cormer from St Luigi Separate
Scheol and Perth public school.
Like the children at St Luigi, St
Josaphat students are feeling
aauseous, get rashes, headaches
and have manv nosebleeds.

“These are Spontanecus nose
bieeds. With no explanation, the
nose wilk just gush. These children
are oot ¥mecking around in the
plavground, theyre just siiting in
class.” Burida said. A nosebleed is
reported sboul once every two
weeks. which is more frequent
than he's seen in other schools, he
said. :

All but five of St. Josaphat's 266
stugdents are bused in from other
aress in Toronto and Burida said
some phvsicians have discour-

-agsed parents from sending aller-
gic chiidren to his school. Some
parents have been forced to

Industries, schools are toug
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Shared accommuodation: Industries and homes sit cheek by jowl in the Junction Triangle area of
Toronto. Chiidren of the area play amid a maze of industrial fencing, railway tracks and odors from
the chemicals used in the manufacture of, among ather things, paint, ink, and industrial giue. -

transfer their children afier their
health began to deterioraie.
-Andrea Sinhura, 19, of Kenne-
dy Park Rd. used to taze the bus
every morning o St Josaphat
but she transferred to St Deme-
trius on LaRese Ave, last vear be-
cause her parenis feared for her

health. She suifered from con--

stant nosebleeds.

*It started happening every
dav,” said ker mother, Lesia,
“Once, on a hot day last vear. it
bied for two hours.™ As well, An-
drea’s hair lost its lusire and fell
out for the five vears that she was
at St Jesaphat i

Problems stopped

“Since changing schools, all of
Andrea’s medical probiems have
stopped.

Sinhura said she talted to a
pedatrician about the symploms
but =was told there was nothing
that could be dome. I was told
nothing could be proven. Andrea
is slightly allergic and he thought
that might be making things
worse. But she never had nose-
bleeds or hair loss Defere she
went to St. Josaphat.” -

Many parents want io keep
their children in the schoc: be-
cause it's one of only two trilin-
gual Metro schools, providing
French instruction and a herlt-
age language program in Ukrain-
ian. It's also next door to the St
Josaphat Cathedral which serves
the Triangle’s Ukrainian popula-
tion. It's a game of Hussian-rou-
lette for parenis who must judge
whether the educational benefiis
outweigh the possibie heaith dan-
gers.

Not being able to prove its air
pollution that is hurting their
children doesn’t stop parenis
from believing it '

“You know vour child,” said

Dynna Pahuta of Babypoint Cres-
cent. “If thev don't have the
symptoms at horme and they only
aat them when they go to school,
vou undertand that the air is af-
fecting them.”

This is the last vear any of
Pahuta's four chiidren. aged 6 to
11. will be bused into the Junction
Triangle. Eve irritations. rashes.
headaches and nausea have fore
ed the Panulas toswithdrawing
their children from 5t Josaphat.

“We're no longer dismissing
these health problems as neurotic
or social complaints. Someone is
alwavs coming home with some-
thing wrong - . . When our kids
are particularly sick. we hear
irom other parents that theirs
are too. There is some consisien-
¢v.” she said.

Parent guilt

Pahuta wonders, though. how
long she and her husband Zenon
“will be overwrought with guill
that we didn’t get them out soon-
er. We were ahwavs heping that
the school would move, but we've
jusi come 10 the end with this,”
she said.

“But what if thev find iong-
term effects? How will we deal
with that guili?" she asked.

Meiro separate school trusiee
Walter Melnyk has suggested
that children be bused out of the
area. but residents, principals
and municipal politicians are op-

“Something like that is really
gping to impact on the communi-
tv. Taking children ‘out of the
area is going to cause other prob-
lems. Who could safeiv transport
them?” said Perth principal Don
Blue.

_ Sorae children go home for
lunch: busing would mean a long-
er dav. *This would mean a big

We’re doing our best, companies say

By Alfred Holden Toronio Star

Nacan Produets vice-president
John Shepherd leans back in his
eirair in the adhesive plant on
Wallace Ave. in the Junction
Triangle and glances out the win-
dow.

] breathe the same air as
Junction residests.” savs Shep
“herd, whose softspoken manmer
and plain- office seem at odds
with the company's image as a
corporate villain, one of the
area's worst potluters.

He and managers of the Junc-
ton’s 23 other industrial plants.
sav they aze ordinary folks who
understand fully the concerns of
residents. ] :

But at the same time, theyv sav
thev too feel like victims. Not of
acrid odors and belching smoke,
but of misunderstanding, and, al
times, misinformation.

They acknowledge that there

odors. and reasons lor Concern in

the past; they say they are
embarrassed and do not reel off
ERCUSES.

-Nacan paid a 817.000 fine after
an emplovee trying to cover up a
production error dumped 737
litres (200 zallons) of vinyl ace-
tate and butyl acrviate into
neighborhood sewers.

But they say — and offer mil-
ttens of dollars spent on pollution
controls asevi-
dence — that
greal sirides
have been
made recently
and the .air
quality now is
if- not always
pure., well
within safe
health limits.

But to their
chagrin. they
sav, this isn't always the percep-
tion, because of the nature of the
chemicals thev use.

“You can't handle chemicals

i

without the potential of some
odors. but just because there is an
odor. it doesn't mean it's harm-
ful,” Shepherd said. .

The companies have mixed
feeling about doing business in
the Junction. They say I they
could rewrite their history.
they'd locate elsewhere.

But the economics of moving
now “are terrible,” and “we in-
tend stay.” he said.

“It. would cost between 310
(million) and $15 million to move
us out, and we're one of the small-
er plants. I estimate it would cost
3200 to $600 million to move all
the companies out. Divide that by
6,000 residents and that's a lot of
monev per resident.” .

He said Toronto doesn't need
more vacant industrial space or
loss of jobs.

“We contribute a lot to the city.
You need 3 mix of jobs 1o keep 3
city viable, and vou need people
living and working in the down-
town.”

[nvisible menace attacks nose and eyes

By Paula Todd Toronto Star

Chemical emissions in ihe
Junction Triangle may some
times be invisibie, but their pres-
ence can be felt in the nose, eves
and hngs. Residents are engaged
in a8 constant fignt to make au-
thorities believe they are suffer-
ing real health problems.

They trv to communicaie iheir
health fears. but the short hursis
of noxious odors are semelimes
so foreign ihev escape descrip-
tion, and so offensive they pre-
vent continued evaluatior

Patchwork of odors

But the environment ministry
only investigates sirong odors
which remzin in the air for an
Lour or more. ' :

And the odors do not blanket
the area: Thev are like pleces o @
patchwork quilt. found on one
street, but not on another.

On May 30 at 8 pm 2 painl-

like odor hung around the Glid-

den piant on Wallace Ave.
Walking along the pleasant.

tree-lined-streets in the Junetion

is a precarious business. AL one

moment. ihe sweet scent of

lilacs: the next sharp. intense

- and full-bedied odor of some-
thing like industrial oil walts up
from the sewers.

Leaning over the sewer. the
stench is unbearable. Immediate-
fv. ihe nose starts to tingle, eves
water and nausea wells up. An
hour later. the reward of an
evening's stroll was a painful
headache which lasted more than
Five hours. And the pollution
count in the Junction was low
that day.

Children living near the Glid-
den and Nzecan factories have
done their best 1o find a piay-
ground in the indysiriai waste
land.

“We plav hiding against the
side of Glidden.” said %-year-old
Stephanie White. who Iives on

Wallace Ave.. jusi two doors
from the paint-producing plant
and across the sireet from
Nacan. which manafaciures
industrial glaes.

-“We don't have anywhere else
10 go except at the top of ine
street s0 We 20 over near lhe
paint. It's reallv smeliy. It stinks.
My nose always gets rummy over
there.” she saif, “but i's a good
place for hide-and-seek.”

Grace Medeiros, 13, and Elice
Cordova, 14. are neighbors and
live only 2 few houses from the
factories on Wallace Ave. Ther
said the sir smells “every day~
but “we're kinda used 1o it

Medeiros said she gets
“coughs. colds, itehy skin™ and
agreed with Cordova that they
both “get 3 lot of keadaches™

“It’s from ihe stuff they put in
the air. You caz smell it but
what can vou do?” Medeiros
asked. *It comes out ¢f the sewer
especiailv. and someitmes You

canl walk over the Wallace
Bridge {beside the Glidden facto-
rv). because it's too hard 0
breathe. But that’s how it Is.”

- Black snow

Thev may tolerate the smell
bt “black snow in the winter™
does get the girls angry.

“Everv winter, for as long as
there's snow, it's like a gray color
near Glidden.” Medeiros said.
“Thev dump chemicals into it all
+he time right near the (Wallace)
bridge. Ii smells terrible. but we
plav around there apyway.”

Since March. Junction resident
Fike Homsi of Antler 5t and a
member of the Junction Triangle
Watchdog Commitiee has been
conducting a survey of approxi-
matelr 700 households in the
area. She is atiempiing to gauge
community awareness of the
pollutign and determine how
many residenis plan to move
from the area because of the
odors.

. sleeve to dis-

change for many. especially the
voung kids,” said Blue.

And many of the older children
take vounger oues i0 and from
the half-day kindergarten pre-
gram. Families would have to ar-
range alternate supervision.

Many parents who want their
children to go to a irilingual
senoool such as St. Josaphat kave
only one option: To send their
children to the already over-
crowded St Demetrius-on LaR-
nse Ave.

Already full

“We glready are full here,” said
principal Sister Rachel Tataryn.
“We want to maintain our pro-
grams but if they keep sending us
children. it will deteriorate.”

School board officials sav bus
ing is technically feasible, but
would be costly.

“We're talking ahout $300,000 5
vear to bus the 641 students ai St
Lunigi and St. Josaphat,” said Des
Berge of the Metro Separzte
School Board. “And space is fight

. in the city. The nearest space is in

Etobicoke.” |
Ron Halford, operations direc-
tor of the Toronte board, esti-
mates it'd cost 5906 a day to bus
Perth Ave. school siudentis el-
swhere. But ‘-he said there is
potentially space at neighboring
schools within walking distance

.of the Junction.

The mystery of the Junction is
that continual monitoring-of the
air pollution index shows that

while the Junction is one of the -

worst areas in Toronto, readings
there generally are not as high as
in the downtown core.

The Spitzer report also called
for government guidelines Lo step
up reduction of the types of pollu-
tion that affect the quality of life.

Junction kids |

‘look healthy’
Brandt says

The Grade & pupils at.Perth
Ave, Public Scheool in the Junc-
tion Triangle were trooping back
from swimming period when
they met Andrew Brandt. Ontar-
io’s environment minister.

He was on a walking tour o
look at the effects- of industrial
pollution on the neighborhood.

Virginia Jendruszka of the-
Junction Triangle Watchdog
Committee plucked her son, Jei-
frev, 12, from the group and told
Brandt he'd been suffering from

- gevere stomach pains for three

vears. Doctors say there’s 5 re

mote possibility that it might be

linked to air poliution. she said.
Brandt nodded.

“Show him vour rash.” she told
“It’s almost - S .
sone,” Jeffrey S
said, shyly roll-- ge= -5
ing up his left

play a slight
reddishness on
his upper arm.

1.|!Dﬂ‘35 an}r__
body else have
a rash?”
Brandt asked
the pupils. .

Two or three children raised
their arms. Several others called
out that they had friends who did.

“Well, vou all look healthv to
me.” Brandt said. “Keep up the
good swimming.”

A block later, Lenora Tavior.
13, of Perth Ave. snuck along on
the tour, telling Brandt shed
been feeling too il that morning
to go to school

He asked her what was wroag.
She told him that in the four
vears she'd lived in the area she'd
been bothered by dizziness. sore
throats, nausea, headaches, itch-
iness “and it hasn't been getting
any better.”

“Okay,” Brandi said. “Trv to
get back to school. You look
pretty healthy to me, kiddo. At
least vou don't stoke.” )
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